
UN!TED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REG!ON 10 

Thornas Meacham 

i 200 S!xth Avenue, Suite SOG 
Seattle, Vlfash!ngton qg101-3140 

JUL 0 1 2010 

Thornas Meacham Attorney at Law 
9500 Prospect Drive 
i\nchorage, Alaska 99507-5924 

Dear Ivk Meacham: 

()FF:CE ();:-: 1ME 
P.EG~Qi'--~.4L ACf~rlif'.J:s.:;:;A't'(:;F~ 

Thank you for your letter dated :May 21, 2010, requesting that the U,S, Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) begin a public process under Clean Water A.ct Section 404(c) in 
relation to the potential Pebhle mine in the Br1sto1 Bay drainage of South\vcst Alaska, I 
anmeciate vour thouvhtfiJl and \Vcll reasoned letter and wish to res1mnd to vou in a time1v \vay, _./,. l ~- <.,_.;. <>' ... ... ~ 

ho\vever, as you can understand, such a decision takes a good deal of deliberation, In the 
meantirne, my staff and I are carefully considering your request. V/e expect to provide a more 
substantive response in the t!3llo\ving months. 

Your letter raises biological and social issues that arc important for us to consider. 
Specifically, you address the irnportance of l(vichak and Nushagak t1sh and viildlife for 
conunercial, subsistence and recreational uses; the lo.:.~ation of the Pebble deposit on the divide of 
the two watersheds: the large scale of the potential project; the need thr perpetual control of 
poHutants; the potential scale of direct and secondary effects; and more. We understand that rhe 
Nusbagak and Kvichak watersheds are unique and prod-uce rnore sahTl.On than any\vhere on earth. 
We are av;are of the ecological implications of this large number of salmon tcw the \\latersheds, 
the Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean, and are sensitive to the potentia} efTects on Alaska 
Native subsistence activities and culture in the Bristol Bay area. 

We ask f()r your patience as we consider your request and review the int(xmation at band 
and hcnv it reflects on our options for nddrcssing these issues,. Please fed hce to can me or 
R icl~'lrd P·T1"in Actir u Dir"ctor of C'Ur Oflic'' nf Fcoc<r·"te'ns Trih1ci 'Fld P'thhc "\fhirs ·lt ,.{. . . a 1\., .e-~T .... b. "'-· .. ~ ..... c .. -~ "'~::.;,"' -.: --~ ·-·-~--t. ..... _ '1;.·,~- ._!, __ t,. . .,_. (., .. 

(">f'l() "'<:;; \)<:;'74 t·· J'. ·t··1 '" 1'' ,., .,., ·1 <>-•o' "' C<" ,L>. ... ) ~- ~·-o-· 1 U l.cU .l.(t C lSCc.l:Sj l k:s~. lS::.d<.::·:::, 

Sincerely, 

EPA-7609-0009508 _ 00001 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTiON AGENCY 
REGION H:J 

Thomas Tilden 
Cur)'ung Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 216 
531 D Street 
Dillingham, Alaska 99576 

Dear Mr. Tilden: 

1200 Sixth t\venLH3; Suite 900 
SeatUe) VVash~ngton: 93~1 Oi ~3140 

JUL 0 l 2010 

CJ:·:r:!CE c:: THE 
R~G!C:--.l,<\:._.. AO~A:?J:STR.ATOR 

Thank you for your letter dated May 21, 2010, requesting that the tJ. S. Environmental 
Protection l\gency (EPA) begin a public process under Clean Water Act Section 404(c) in 
relation to the potential Pebble mine in the Bristol Bay drainage of Soutlnvest Alaska. I 
appreciate your tboughtfiJl and \Vcl1 reasoned letter and \\dsh to respond to you in a timely 'Nay, 
hov/ever, as you can understand, such a decision takes a good deal of deliberation. In the 
rneantime, my staff and I are carefully considering your request \Ve expect to provide B more 

1., r·"" · t'"· "·;;;: '·· · ,,.,, ·" tl .. , f;- 11 , ,· (f , ·~t1 " su . .s ... n lve r..,, .. IAilbc. u, 1c .. ) CL\111
0 

m,k! J.,~-

Your letter raises biological and social issues that are irnportant for us to consider. 
SpccificaUy, you address the importance of K.viclnk and Nushagak tlsh and wildlife f()r 

con:lm<;~rcial, subsistence and recreational uses; the location of the Pebble deposit on the divide of 
the two watersheds; the large scale of the potentia1 project; the need for perpetual control of 
pollutants; the potential scale of direct and secondary effects: and rnore, \Ve understand that the 
Nushagak and Kvichak watersheds are unique and produce more salmon than anywhere on eartfL 

\Ve are avnue ofthe ecological implications ofthis large number of salmon fen· the watersheds, 
the Herin!.! Sea and the North Pacific Ocean. and arc sensitive to the notemial ctTects on Alaska 

- ' 1 

Native subsistence activities and culture in the Bristol Bay area. 

We nsk fur your patience as \VC consider your request and revicv" the [nf()rJJJation at ha.nd 
and how it reflects on our options f(x addressing these issues. Please feel free to call me or 
Rl'cl·l"fd I>al'l;·l·r, J\<'tl.rlg Di;·"ct·~t· -•f' ').'11. OfFl 'e ·\·1·~ EC'\""'"t<'1~'l"- T•·t·!..,;,l '-l·t1{l Puhl1'c 0 ·l~f\,J'rs "' . -. {.{. <: ~- -~-, .• ,.._,_. ~ '"C ·-"-~ -t...~.-.... c. .. ~~- h C. C. d .s, .. ~':>J0 -.... ,, '·-~ ~- .~Mt (. ..• ~ •.... . (-l.~-~~- .. (d. 

(206) 553-8574 to further discuss these issue~L 

EPA-7609-0009508 _ 00002 



Geoffrey Parker 
634 K Street 

UNITED STATES ENViRONMENTAl PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

·1200 Sixth /"\venuE\ Suite 900 
Seattle, V'/eshin9ton 98'101-3140 

JUL. 0 1 2010 

.Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Parker: 

()f:HCE (J.F T~-:2 
REG~GNAL AD\~~!r'~!STRATG:~ 

'fhank you for ycur letter dated May 21, 2010, requesting that the U.S, Environrnental 
Protection Agency (EPA) begin a public process under Clean Water ;\.ct Section 404(c) in 
relation to the potential Pebble mine in the Bristol Bay· drainage of Soutl:nvest Alaska, I 
appreciate yrmr thoughtful and well reasoned letter and \Vish to respond to you in a timely way, 
ho\VC\.'er, as you can und.erstand, such a decision takes a good deal of deliberation. In the 
rneantirne, rny staff and I are carefully considering )/Our request. \Ve expect to provide a more 
substantive response in the fo11owing months_ 

~{nu:r lettp•· rni~e~' l"'i '11nu1cal ard ·-oc+:tl j<··-'tU"~ that w·e iF1n'-;:rvu--,' fi~,,- 11'' tn cn"r~ider . -~- .. ~- ............ _ ..._.._ ... J ··-~ ... ~_t ---o~- __ ..._ :j ___ ._(. -~).:> 't..'.':.l .t... .......... l..w- ~.1 .. \ ... , _ _..:l .. _.~,._ ----> .. _ . ... _.t_i) , 

Specit1cally, ::,ro11 address the importance ofKvichak and Nushagak fish and wildlife for 
coTnmercia1, subsistence and recreational uses; the location of the Pebble deposit on the divide of 
the t\VO <vvatersheds; the large scale of the potential project; the need Jl;)r perpetual contro1 of 
pollutants; the potential scale of direct and secondar~/ effects; and more. \\le understand that the 
Nushagak and K.vichak wn.tersheds are unique and produce rnore salrnon than anywhere on earth, 
We are aware of the ecological implications of this large number of salmon for the watersheds, 
the Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean .. and are sensitive to the notential dTects on Alaska 

~ . ~ 

Native subsistence activities and culture in the Bristd Bay area, 

'vVe ask for your patience as \VC consider your request and revie~;v the inJ()rmation at hand 
and r1ow it rd1ects on our options f()r addressing these issues. Please fed free to caH me or 
Richard Parkin, .Acting Director of our Office of Ecosystems, Triba.i nnd Public ;\t'L:lirs m 
(206) 553-.8574 to further discuss these issues, 

Sincerely. 

EPA-7609-0009508 _ 00003 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REG!ON 10 

Hem1an Nelson 
Ko1iganik Village Council 
?,0, Box 5057 
Koliganik, Alaska 99576 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattie= V\'ashington 9810~1-3140 

'JUL o 1 zom 
OPP:Ct:: OF TH[ 

RE.G!OH/~,L AD\:l~'~)STR:\r0R 

Th<ink you f(n· your letter dated Jvfay 21, 20 l 0, requesting that the LS, Environmenta1 
Protection Agency (EPA) begin a public process under Clean \!./ater Act Section 404(c) in 
relation to the potential Pebb1e rnine in the Bristol Bay drainage of Soutb,vest Ala.ska, I 
appreciate your thoughtful and \Vell reasoned letter and wish to respond to )lOU in a timely yvay, 
ho\vever, as )lOU can understand, such a decision takes a good deal of deliberation, In the 
meantime, my staffa.nd I are carefully considering your request. VIc expect to prov·ide a more 
substanti'v'C response in the f()llo'>ving months, 

Your letter raises biological and social issues that are important for us to consider. 
Speci ficaHy, you address the importance of Kvichak and Nusbagak fish and \Vildlife f(x 
commercial; subsistence and recreational uses; the location of the Pebble deposit on the dh:ide of 
the t\vo \Vatersheds; the large scale of the potential pmject; the need for peq}etual control uf 
pollutants; the potential scale of direct and secondary effects; and rr1nrc, We understand that the 
Nushagak clnd Kvichak watersheds are unique and produce more salmon than any\vhere on earth, 
We are aware of the ecological imphcations of this large nt:nnber of salmon f;x the watersheds, 
the Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean, and are sensitive to the potential en:ects un i\laska 
Native subsistence activities and culture in the Bristol Bay area_ 

We ask f()r your patience as \Ve consider your request and revkY/ the inf(mnation at hand 
and how it reflects on our options for addressing these issues, Please fed free to call me or 
Richard Parkin, Acting Director of our Office ofEcosysterns, 'fribal and Public AfD1irs at 
CW6) 553-8574 to further d.iscuss these issues_ 

S' 1 
>._ J.ncere. y .. 

EPA-7609-0009508 _ 00004 



Jack Hobson 

UNJTED STATES ENV!RONr•lENT AL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

i2GO Sixtil Avenue, Suite 900 
S~J:stUe~ \1Vesh~n9ton 9H10·1~3-'140 

JUL 0 1 2010 

Nondalton Tribal Council Environmental Program 
P.O. Box 49 
Nondalton, Alaska 99640 

Dear Mr. Hobson: 

()Y~HCE o;: THE 
P.EG:Or,lAL f:.DM:Hi()TF~/ .. TCR 

Thank you 1~}t your letter dated rv1ay 21,2010, requesting that the U.S. Environrnental 
Protection i\.gency (EPA) begin a public process under Clean \Vater Act Section 404(c) in 
relation to the potential Pebble mine in the Bristol Bay drainage of Southwest .i\laska. I 
appreciate your thoughtful and weH reasoned letter and v,:ish to respond to y-ou in a ti:mely vvay, 
ho\vever, as you can understand, such a decision takes a good deal ofdeiiberatio.rL In the 
n1eantime, m;/ staff and 1 are carefully considering your req11est \Ve expect to provide a rnore 
substantive response in the following months, 

Your letter raises biological and social issues that are important fbr us to consider. 
Specifically, you address the importance of l(vichak and N'ushagak Esh and vvildiifc f(lr 
comrnercial, subsistence and recreational uses; the location of the Pebble deposi.t on the divide of 
the two \Vatersheds; the large scale of the potential project; the need for perpetual control of 
poUutants; the potential. scale of direct and secondary effects; and more, \V e understand that the 
.,.,. "! ' "l l" , 1 1 "! d . ' l 1 ' h 1 

J'<Us~wgaK anc <.. v1c 1a-:. wutersDe s are umque ann proc nee 1nore sa!_mon tnan <m}'\V . ere on eartn. 
\Ve are aware of the eco1ogica11mn1ications of this larue m.1mber of salmon f{)r the \Vatersheds, 

~ 1 ~ . 

the Bering Sea and the North Paci:fi.c Ocean, and are s~nsiti ve to the potential effects on Alaska 
Native subsistence activities and culture in. the Bristol Bay area, 

Vie ask f(:;r your patience as we consider your request and review the inJ(mmrtion at hand 
<tnd hi\\' it ref1ects on our options fix addressinf! these issues. Please feel free to call me or 

~· 

Richard Parkin, Acting Director of our Office of Ecosystems, Tribal and Public Affairs at 
(206) 553-3574 to further discuss these issues, 

EPA-7609-0009508 _ 00005 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

Sergie Chubvnk 
Levelock Village Council 
P.O. Box. 70 
Levelock, Alaska 99625 

Dear I\iJc Chukwak: 

·1200 S~xth ;\venuo~ Suite 9CO 
Seattle, V\lashinqton 9Bi0l--3.140 

JUL 0 1 2010 

OFF:CE o:: THr.·: 
F~EG!ONAL l~C:\:·I:t4iSTF.:_,.\TGR 

Thank you for your letter dated tvfay 21, 2010, requesting that the U.S. Environm,;:ntal 
Protection Agency (EPi\) begin a public process under Clean Water ;\ct Section 404{c) in 
relation to the potential Pebble mine in the Bristol Bay drainage of South\vest ;\laska. l 
appreciate yom thoughtful and 'Nell reasoned letter and \visb to respond to you in a tirnely \VR}', 

howe\·er, as you can understand, such a decision takes a good deal of delih::::ration. In the 
rneantime, my staff and I are carefully consideling your request V/e expect to provide a more 
substantive response in the fc>1lovving months, 

Year 1etter raises bio1ogical and social issues that are iTnportant for us to consider. 
Specifically, you address the importance ofKvichak and Nushagak f1sh and wildlife fix 
cmmnercial~ subsistence and recreatiGna1 uses; the locacion of the Pebble deposit on the div·ide of 
the two watersheds; the large scale of the potential project; the need nx perpetual control. of 

.nollutants~ the Dotential scale of direct and secondnrv effects; and more. We understand that the 
{ • .!. </ ' 

Nushagak ;:wd Kvidnk watersheds are unique and produce r:nore salmon than an:;n,vhere on earth. 
\Ve are mvare ofthc ecolmrical imnlications cftr1is larue number of salmon f()r the watersheds, 

......... .5-. ..... . 

the Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean, and ar;;~ sensitive to the potential effects on Alaska 
Native subsistence activities and culture in the Bristol Bay area. 

We ask fin~ your pa.tiencc as \ve consider your request and rt::\'le\v the infonnation at hand 
and how it reJ1ects on our options fix addressing these istmes. Please feel fh:e w call n.w ur 
H.icliard Parkin. Actim:. Director of our Oftlce ofEcosvstems., Tribnl and Public Affairs at 

• ~ J 

(206} 553~8574 to fu1iher discuss these issues. 

Sin.cerel.}>'~ 

EPA-7609-0009508 _ 00006 



Demus Andrew 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

i 200 S1xth ;\v(::~fllH"3: Suite 900 
Seattle) ~/Vashfngton 98·1·0·1--3140 

jUL 0 1 2010 

Nmv Stuyahok Traditional Council 
P.O. Box 49 
Stuy-ahok, Alaska 99636 

Dear rvir. Andrevv: 

OFFli::.E OF THE 
~~EGiC'f~/'.!. /;~DMiN~s:·RAlOf~ 

T1. · .1, \'." ·f'· ,,-, ·1 t+·"' 1 ' • 1 1"f·,\· '1 ')f'il (1 .. · · · ···t; ' t' ,- i· t1· · P s E· ~,,· .. , -- ., r· i JJ.Hr> .. jULl.•Jr JOdi C tC, (J.dtCCl tv<··/,,. , .<:. •• _., 1eque~, 111g J1ac lt: "''' .. c·l1d1Uil111c.rl at 

Protection Agency (EPA) begin a public process under Clean \Vater Act Section 404(c) in 
relation to the potential Pebble mine in the Bristo1 Bay drainage of Soutll\vcst i\laska. I 
appreciate your thoughtfhl and well reasoned letter and v;ish to respond to y·ou in a tin1ely way, 
hcnvcver, as you can understand, such a decision takes a good deal of deliberation. ln the 
meantirne, my staff and I are carefully considering }'Our request \Ve expect to provide a rnorc 
substantive response in the following rnonths. 

':{oui 1ettei' raises biological and social issues that are important fbr us to consideL 
Speclt1cally, you address the irnportance of K vichak and Nushagak fish and wildlife t()r 
cornmercial, subsistence and recreational uses: the location of the Pebbl.e deposit on the di·vi(ie of 
the t1vo watersheds·, the lar2:e scale of the notcntial pro;1ect; the need f(x qerDetunl control of 

~~ l - t y 

pollutants; the potential scale of direct and secondary effects; and more. \Ve understand that the 
Nushagak and Kvichak watersheds are unique and produce more salmon than any,vhere on earth, 
We arc aware of the ecological implications of this large number of salrnon Jr.n· the ·vv·atcrsheds, 
the Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean, and are sensitive to the potential effects on Alask.a 
Native subsistence activities and cuHure in the Bristol Bay area. 

\Ve ask J(g your patience as we consider your request nnd revicvv the information at band 
and how it reflects on our options for addressing these :issues. Ple,lse feel free t~) call me or 
Richard Parkin~ Acting Director of our Office of Ecosystcrns, T'ribai and Public Affairs at 
()1)6") .::;<;:'"'- 0 '\rl/! ,., ~ ~h" {'' ,. ,., tl "'''·': '. "·'' -\· '"'/.) <)" ,»t cd l\.Ht vf (.lSCl.lS0 .1,.,')-..JSSUC0. 

Sincerely, 

L//:fl-::z/9. 
)j'(f?.h.t/~dif{~L--j 
f) .,, .. ·11:" J i\ ·Iel ., t't''l ;~ ., L~.--"·"'· 
L t:·tl . 1::-. , u ~·. e. .. '"· -~rtlr 

Regional ;\drninistrator 

EPA-7609-0009508_00007 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION iO 

Luki ;\kelkok 
2\vok Village Council 
P,O. Box 
Ekwok, Alaska 99580 

Dear rvk Akelkok: 

i200 Sixth A'JGnue, Suite 900 
Seattle, 'vVashington 9<3 1 0 1 <l14C 

JUL 0 1 2010 

Thank you for your letter dated May 21, 2010, requesting that the U.S. Environmental 
Protection \ crenc" tEP l\) he~>in '1I>'tb1ic I'Tocess nuder Clean Water Act ~e,~tion 4CI4fcl in ~-· >~A ·' I -o - . ; ./ . --_. ~--· c - r ~ -· 1.- ·".A. • . •• -· •. ,_. "' . . ~~ -~. "... .... • ,_ v ~; ' / 

relation to the potential Pebble mine in the Bristol Bay drainage of Sout1Twest ,i\]aska, I 
appreciate your thoughtful and vtell reasoned ktter and \vish to respond to you in a tin::ely \va:y', 
however, ns vou can understand, such a decision takes a good deal of deliberation, In the . .... . '-...... · 

meantirne, my staff and I are carefully considering your request rN e expect to provide a rnore 
1 , ' l ~~- 11 ' 1 sunstanilve response m tJe \) o~;vn1g mont1s, 

'IJ,l'>r ]~"t~te;· ra1.''C~,, }J1.(']nv;·,~.,a] aJJ'l St'>C1."'1 1' <;<'UP,~· tj~·l··>t l'<Yt'~ l·IT·. )~1f"l!'"t 0[11t f01' 'l"' t'"• i~C•l1Sl.rlfw 1 ~--\..;e.. . .............. _ - -~31- -~') .]_<;,._,:;::.-......,...:- __ \ -~-~-· '~- ,,.>-:"!~ >,...·>3 ... _(.t ..... ~ . ..:. """.it'·' LA ~-W .. \.... "-" . ._,,'<._. "'"1' 

Specil'ica11:1\ you address the importance ofKvichak and Nushagak fish and wildlite tea' 
commerciaL subsistence an.d recreational uses; the location of the Pebble deposit on the divide of 
the two \Vatersheds; the large scale ofthe potential project; the need J()r perpetual control of 
pollutants: the potential scak of direct and secondary effects; and more. Vle understand that the 
Nushagak and K vichak watersheds nre unique and nroduce more sa.lmon than am/where on earth. 

"-" ~- ... 

vVe are a\vare of the eco1os:ical imnlications ofthis lame number of salmon h.1r the '<vatersheds, 
~ 1 ~ 

the Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean, and arc sensitive to the potenti:ll effects on A.laska 
Native subsistence activities and culture in the Bristol Bay area. 

\Ve ask f{)r your pdicncc as we consider your request and revinv the inLmnation at hand 
and ho1.v it reHects on our ootiom f(x addressimr these issues. Please feel fref to call rne or 

~ c.~ 

R' '1 .~ .~1 p-~ k'· ·" ,t;· C>' [); .,,.,t,~ ·,t~ .. Ot't~,,' f'F:.~. Y'\'~'f "' _,.~, rr• ,'[. ,.1 •"r-·~1 r) hl'_., '\ft'c; ... , <lt . 1C.ld1C dr 1;1,r\.C'~'Hb ·"lG<-~Ufc,.OUl ~ h,t;\,) .. GCo,;/:-hCsll::-J, ~lll)d <:'dl Jlb.h..r. dd::i<<. 

(206} 553~8574 to further discuss these issues. 

Sincerely, 

~ / ~ ,-·""-) 
--}1/;.. >- /. :7 ~~;.--;: ) 

fiv._/(?./~;~----· 

D ·~ ' 1 11 1 l ( ~ -enru s . . p/ c A:":rran 'l.f'7't.,.. 

Regional ;\;.hDinistrator 

EPA-7609-0009508 _ 00008 


